- vt

—

L] F '-'
slover Lick, West Virginis ---Focehontas County~Ch. 4-Secy 4b-3
{1ley==~0l¢ ———— s

- »
5. £

Civil War i

1y after the Civil War e political oretor weved the bloody flag et Zdray
gshortly & ; . =W

.
an

sopething 1

we fonfederate army and I had a son in the Union army.' If the hostilities con-
in the Lorl

the fections will be holding their basket dinners in different hollows,"
tinue, B s =

This was the lest effort on the part of any speaker to make & bloody fleg speech in
This was 11 H

this county . : From 1926 W. Ve. Blue Book 3

* (red) The Civil War marked the division line in this county between thp. old
end the new. The thinking ~en in the céunty were especislly interested in the 1870
in introducing eppliences that the soldiers had observed on their campe_xigns. This
was the line of demerkation between the sickle mnd the grain cradle, the flintlo.ck
rifle and the repesting rifie, the introduction of the steam engine and the portesble
sewnill to teke the place of the water turned mill, kerosene lamps for cendle light.

M. &. Friel of near Clover Lick owned the first kerosene lamp eger in the county in
L -

1865,

But more than anythi ng elese that spurred the business men of Focehontes County

%es the success of Jemes E. A. Gibbs, of larlinton, «ho after the Civil War found he

%es rich because of the success of a chein stitch sewing machine he hed invented just

before ihe war. ‘

"he older citizens of today have seen the sdortion of such things & the steam

Engine, Bewing

mechine (1872), turbine wheel, telephone (1898), printing ships (1882)

bend p3
mille, ang fany more. On the other hend, during this period, we lost & great

RNy 8killed worke
Led workmen such as candlemskers, farriers, shoemakers, weavers, spinners,
Lx'.--l, 1
“e=UT8, herne ne ke 3 x . . 2
* "Thessnskers, saddlers, stonemssons and the like. Thiks wes especislly true
6fter the co -
" vOvered wagong beger to meke rezuler trips to bring in freight form Mill-
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v futtonsville, and Ronceverte and with the coming of the railroads in
1907 4, -
") Decame fewer ang f ewarp
7
L9 indugd,.: :
YBirial developments were gradusl. This county developad elong with the
5 1 davsl pnmen . . . .
*Upments of Virginie throuph the buildins of 1 ropikeg in ihe 183050,
Hobhert
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P people to vote the way they had shot. Rev. John weugh rsp]_.i_od,‘;?.o_‘}h? ,
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ite this: "The war is over. It is our duty to promote peace. I hgd‘.gpon Tid




had Agriculture and graz=

of pursuit of the early seitlers of Focahontes

icult and tremsportstion facilities wers meeger, the
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f{  ware compelled 1o be practically self susteining. Gardening, together with

¢ smell petches of buckwheat, corn, beans, end potatoes, lergely con=

h_ . rly enterprises. Later cattle, sheep, and hogs were introduced
1ly fic ildm wool end meet to supplement the supply of wild game and fish
: was er important source of food end clothing. Trsppiné furnished furs end skins
: could be tresded for the few supplies not produced at home. The boitom 1s nds were
generally devoted to grian end hay, and the adjecent slopes were cleared and used for
esture. The land hss been farmed, for the mest pert, in small tracts by the
~wners, Few sleves were owned end the freeing of them did not affect egriculiure.
Fetween 1880 and 1890 the production of all grains and crops increased materially.
The total ecresge in all greins has remeined fsirly constent since 1890, but acresge in
certain crops have fluctusied considerably. Corn hes been in the lead at all times
followsd by wheat or oasys. Hey incressed from 10,817 acres in 1879 to 15,138 ac=-
res i1 increased very little since, but the acre yield has been more then
blsd. Since 1900 the total numl of hugs;aLd caitle has dropped off slightly, but

the number of sheep raised end the production of wool, dairy products, poultry and
s heve increased considerably. The acreage occupied by potetoes and gerden crops

f which sre grown for home mse, fluctuastes from yeer to year.
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and 1910 the number of farms steadily increesed from 682 to 1,198,
ne letter figuré being only 3 below that given by the 1930 census report. As the sixe

L1 ferme hed decressed slightly in the lest 50 years, the total amount of land in

or transportation facilitie long distance from mark ' ay
or transportation facilities, long distance from markets, end the need of cesh
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ing machines, reaver o Ly
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